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INSIDE PITCHINSIDE PITCH
R O Y  H O B B S  W O R L D  S E R I E S

photos by Greg Wagner
Larry Woodward playing the national anthem at Lee Health Stadium on Thursday morning

BY GLENN MILLER
Roy Hobbs Baseball

Larry Woodward of the St. Louis 
Legends arrives at games toting a black 
case that doesn’t look large enough for 
a Louisville Slugger.

He certainly doesn’t want to hit 
baseballs with what is inside the case. 
Woodard, 82, plays the trombone. Be-
fore each game this week he has played 
the national anthem.

“To me it’s one of the greatest hon-
ors of my life,” he said of playing the 
anthem in venues such as Hammond 
Stadium.

This is the first Roy Hobbs World Se-
ries for the former insurance executive.

Trombone-playing rookie shines at RHWS 

“It’s exhilarating,” Woodward said 
Thursday morning. “It’s an experience 
like I’ve never had.”

Although he played on numerous 
church and company softball teams 
in the past half century, this is his first 
baseball experience since 1973. That’s 
when he pitched in a game at Jackson 
State Penitentiary in Michigan.

To be clear: Woodward was not - re-
peat, not! - an inmate. He was on a team 
from Saginaw playing an exhibition 
game against the inmates.

That’s where he faced future big-
leaguer Ron LeFlore, who was being 
scouted by the Detroit Tigers. They 
signed him out of the prison and he was 

soon in the big leagues.
But before that happened he batted 

against an insurance man named Larry 
Woodward.

Woodward struck out the future big-
leaguer in their first match-up. He didn’t 
know anything about the inmate/base-
ball player.

“After I went into the dugout they 
said do you know who you struck out?” 
Woodward said. “I said no. I’m sorry. I 
don’t know these prisoners.”

Although LeFlore was still in prison 
the word about his baseball prowess 
and the Tigers’ interest had filtered out.

Woodward wasn’t done with LeFlore.
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“The second time I was intimidated knowing who he was,” 
Woodward said. “He hit a 400-foot fly ball.

Fortunately, his Saginaw teammates in the outfield also 
knew about LeFlore and played deep, very deep. The ball was 
caught.

A year later LeFlore was in the majors starting a nine-year 
career.

Woodward has devoted more time to the trombone than 
baseball. He’s played in church orchestras in Michigan and 
Florida. He and Diane, his wife of 63 years, now have a winter 
home in Palmetto, Florida.

Woodward had a large cheering section of 11 family mem-
bers rooting him on Thursday. Diane sat next to the first base 
dugout with other family members including her daughter, 
Lana Buning. Lana knows what playing baseball again means 
for her father.

“He’s been like a little kid,” Buning said. “Like he’s 12 years 
old.”

Diane Woodward knows her husband is not anywhere 12. 
So, what does she think of her husband playing baseball in 
his 80s?

“It’s a little scary,” Diane said.
Woodward hopes to return here in 2026.
“I hope to be,” Woodward said. “I’ll be 83.”

RHWS Vintage Division
Thursday’s Results

Americans Baseball 16, JD’s Jaguars 6
Aurora Islanders 26, St. Louis Dodgers 2
Banana Sharks 20, Cleveland Tribe 10
Border City Brewers 15, Huntsville Havoc 5
Bronx Cardinals 22, Blue Ridge Rangers 21 (10)
Carolina Rockies 21, NorCal Giants 12
Chicago Northstars 19, Fort Myers Cubs 14
Kenmore Eastern Brewers 16, Livingston Dodgers 4
Long Island Express 12, Nova Scotia Giants 1
Minnesota Bandits 19, St. Louis Jets 0
New Jersey Dodgers 20, Philadelphia Iron Pigs 12
Puerto Rico Orioles 20, Tampa Stars 6
Raynham Baseball 29, Philadelphia Cutters 5
Richmond Riverdogs 16, Minnesota Goats 3
Spokane DC Rapids 22, Rhode Island Rockies 5
St. Louis Patriots 17, S. Maryland Blue Crabs 4
Team Albany 9, Bergen Yankees 3
Tidewater Drillers 23, Lansing Blue Jays 2
USA Volkers Group 20 Kent Mudhens 16
Washington Titans 17, Midwest Nine 5
Windy City White Sox 15, Bonedogs 9
 

RHWS Forever Young Division
Thursday’s Results

Maiden Titans 12, Kent Mudhens 4
Maine Woods Baseball 13, Toledo Tigers 6
Midwest Nine 11, Potomac Senators 3
Mudville-9 14, Tri-Cities 4
New Jersey Wonderboys 10, St. Louis Legends 8
Team America 10, Philadelphia Mustangs 8
Team Cambria 15, NorCal Antiques 10
White Foxes 9, DuPage Lugnuts 4

RHWS Antiques Division
Thursday’s Results

Avengers 15, New England Red Sox 0
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photo by Greg Wagner
RusStar base runner dives safely back to first base vs. the Tennessee  

White Lightnin’

CLASSICS / TIMELESS TUESDAY RESULTSVINTAGE / FOREVER YOUNG / ANTIQUES THURSDAY STANDINGS

Vintage Division
Playoff Standings

S AAAA Playoffs W L Pct. RA RA4
1 Americans Baseball Club 5 0 1.000 16 9
2 Washington Titans 5 0 1.000 22 9
3 Border City Brewers 5 0 1.000 15 10/5
4 Raynham Baseball Club 5 0 1.000 15 10/6

S AAA Playoffs W L Pct. RA RA4
1 Long Island Express 4 1 .800 22 10
2 St. Louis Patriots 4 1 .800 35 14
3 Midwest Nine 4 1 .800 32 15
4 Kenmore Eastern Brewers 4 1 .800 26 17
5 Minnesota Bandits  4 1 .800 31 19
6 Huntsville Havoc 4 1 .800 36 21
7 JD’s Jaguars 4 1 .800 40 24
8 Philadelphia Cutters 4 1 .800 53 34
9 S. Maryland Blue Crabs 3 2 .600 40 23

10 Chicago Northstars 3 2 .600 47 24
11 Richmond Riverdogs 3 2 .600 42 26
12 Aurora Islanders  3 2 .600 43 26
13 Puerto Rico Orioles 3 2 .600 51 28
14 Nova Scotia Giants 3 2 .600 56 34
15 Livingston Dodgers 3 2 .600 53 37
16 St. Louis Jets 3 2 .600 48 38

AA Playoffs W L Pct. RA RA4
NO Tidewater Drillers 2 3 .400 32 20

Seed Spokane DC Rapids 2 3 .400 40 27
Minnesota Goats 2 3 .400 48 31

Flip USA Volkers Group 2 3 .400 55 39
Coin Fort Myers Cubs 2 3 .400 60 41
for NJ Dodgers 2 3 .400 63 43

Home Tampa Stars 2 3 .400 65 45
Carolina Rockies 2 3 .400 75 48

A Playoffs W L Pct. RA RA4
N Bronx Cardinals 2 3 .400 82 61
O St. Louis Dodgers 2 3 .400 87 61
S Team Albany 1 4 .200 60 39
E Philadelphia Iron Pigs 1 4 .200 73 53

E Blue Ridge Rangers 1 4 .200 76 54
D Banana Sharks 1 4 .200 83 60
 Kent Mudhens 1 4 .200 86 61

Flip NorCal Giants 1 4 .200 84 63
A Rhode Island Rockies 1 4 .200 88 66

Coin Windy City White Sox 1 4 .200 90 66
Lansing Blue Jays 1 4 .200 95 72

for Bergen Yankees  0 5 .000 61 43
Cleveland Tribe  0 5 .000 89 69

Home Bonedogs 0 5 .000 92 72

Forever Young Division
Playoff Standings

AAAA Division W L Pct. RA RA 4
Team Cambria 5 0 1.000 16 6
Mudville 9 4 1 .800 25 10
Midwest Nine 4 1 .800 16 11
Maiden Titans 3 2 .600 30 15
White Foxes 3 2 .600 28 21
Norcal Aniques 3 2 .600 36 21
Tri-Cities 3 2 .600 50 33
Potomac Senators 3 2 .600 47 34

AAA Division W L Pct. RA RA 4
Dupage Lugnuts 2.5 2.5 .500 50 17
Maine Woods Baseball 2 3 .400 37 6
New Jersey Wonderboys 2 3 .400 55 18
Kent Mudhens 2 3 .400 56 22
Team America 75s 1 4 .200 44 10
Toledo Tigers 1 4 .200 66 21
St. Louis Legends 1 4 .200 83 61
Philadelphia Mustangs 0.5 4.5 .100 70 51

Antiques Division
Standings Thru Thursday’s Games

Team W L Pct.
Avengers 4 0 1.000
Rushmores 1 2 .333
New England Red Sox 0 3 .000
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Head to Sidelines to replay the 
game and tell lies

(239) 939-3003  4451 Veronica S Shoemaker Blvd

VINTAGE AAAA BRACKET

2025 RHWS Vintage AAAA Playoff
FRIDAY Saturday

#1 Americans Baseball

Loser to A                 JB2 / 930 am (1

#4 Raynham Baseball Club

#2 Washington Titans Loser to C       JB1  / 1 pm (3

Loser to B                JB3  / 9:30 am (2

#3 Border City Brewers
LH-S / 1:30 PM (5

Saturday

A) LH-S / 10 AM (5

JB-S/ 1  pm (4

B) 
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VINTAGE AAA and AA BRACKETS
RHWS Vintage AAA Playoffs

Friday First Round Fri. Quarterfinals Semifinals Championship
Saturday

#1 Long Island Express

JB-S / 9:30 AM

#16 St. Louis Jets

#8 Philadelphia Cutters JB5 / 1 PM

JB4 / 9:30 AM

#9 S. Maryland Blue Crabs

#5 Minnesota Bandits JB3 / 10 AM

JB5 / 9:30 AM

#12 Aurora Islanders

#4 Kenmore Eastern Brewers JB4  / 1 PM

JB6 / 9:30 AM

#13 Puerto Rico Orioles
JB-S / 1:30 pm

#3 Midwest Nine Championship
 

LH3 / 9:30 AM

#14 Nova Scotia Giants
                       

LH4 / 1P

#6 Huntsville Havoc

LH1 / 9:30 AM

#11 Richmond Riverdogs

#7 JD’s Jaguars JB4 / 10AM

LH4 / 9:30 AM

#10 Chicago Northstars

#2 St. Louis Patriots LH3 / 1P

LH6 / 9:30 AM

#15 Livingston Dodgers

RHWS VINTAGE AA Bracket
Quarterfinals / Friday Semifinals Championship

FLIP A COIN FOR HOME TEAM

Tidewater Drillers Saturday

JB3 / 1 PM

Carolina Rockies

TP2 / 10 AM

USA Volkers Group

JB6 / 1 PM

Fort Myers Cubs

TP-S / 1:30 PM

Championship

Minnesota Goats

PDC2 / 1 PM

New Jersey Dodgers

TP4 / 10 AM

Spokane DC Rapids

PDC5 / 1 PM

Tampa Stars



6

VINTAGE A and FOREVER YOUNG AAAA BRACKETS
RHWS Vintage A Playoffs

Friday First Round Fri. Quarterfinals Semifinals Championship
Saturday

FLIP A COIN FOR HOME TEAM

NorCal Giants

Bonedogs LC-6 / 1 PM

LH-S / 9:30 AM

Cleveland Tribe

Team Albany JB5 / 10 AM

PDC3 / 9:30 AM

Blue Ridge Rangers

Kent Mudhens PDC4 / 1 PM

PDC5 / 9:30 AM

Bronx Cardinals
JB3 / 1:30 pm

Rhode Island Rockies Championship
 

PDC2 / 9:30 AM

Windy City White Sox

PDC3 / 1 PM

St. Louis Dodgers

PDC4 / 9:30 AM

Philadelphia Iron Pigs

Bergen Yankees JB6 / 10AM

PDC1 / 9:30 AM

Lansing Blue Jays

PDC1 / 1 PM

Banana Sharks

RHWS Forever Young AAAA Bracket
Quarterfinals / Friday Semifinals Championship

#1  Team Cambria Saturday

TP-S / 9:30 AM

#8 Potomac Senators

TP4 / 12:30 PM

#4 Maiden Titans

TP2 / 9:30 AM

#5 White Foxes

JB-S / 10 AM

Championship

#3 Midwest Nine

TP3 / 9:30 AM

#6 NorCal Antiques

TP2 / 12:30 PM

#2 Mudville 9

TP4 / 9:30 AM

#7 Tri-Cities
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FOREVER YOUNG AAA BRACKET

photo by Greg Wagner
Great catch in left field by American Baseball’s Eddie DeGasperis on Thursday afternoon 

vs JD’s Jaguars

RHWS Forever Young AAA Bracket
Quarterfinals / Friday Semifinals Championship

FLIP A COIN FOR HOME TEAM

Kent Mudhens Saturday

LH-S / 12:30 PM

Team America

LH3 / 10 AM

DuPage Lugnuts

TP3 / 12:30 PM

St. Louis Legends

LH6 / 1 PM

Championship

Maine Woods Baseball

LH2 / 12:30 PM

Philadelphia Mustangs

LH4 / 10 AM

New Jersey Wonderboys

TP-S / 12:30 PM

Toledo Tigers

ANTIQUES FRIDAY SCHEDULE
Friday
1 PM 
South Dakota Rushmores @ New England Red Sox, JB2
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St. Louis Legends 
baserunner John 
Cullen races 
for the plate vs 
the New Jersey 
Wonderboys in a 
Thursday morning 
Forever Young 
matchup

photo by  
Greg Wagner

Freddie Zebro of 
the New Jersey 

Wonderboys leads 
off the inning with 

a single to left vs the 
St. Louis Legends

photo by  
Greg Wagner

Robert Hubsmith, CLTC

starts with who you can rely on for
that guidance. 

Independent Health Insurance Agent

For more information, contact:

Robert Hubsmith, CLTC
Financial Services Professional &
Independent Health Insurance Agent

156 Helena Park Drive
Summerville, SC 29486
Mobile: (201) 704-7872
E-mail: rhubsmith@RHMediFactor.com
Website: www.RHMediFactor.com
 linkedin.com/in/roberthubsmith

Licensed in: 
AZ, FL, GA, IL, MD, MA, MI, 
NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA, SC
Willing to obtain licenses in other states if necessary.

Medicare has neither reviewed nor endorsed this information.

Not connected with or endorsed by the United States government or the 
federal Medicare program.

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited
to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 
1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options.

Guiding you through your
Medicare Options...


